
Ryder Cup tearn ioins
Dungannon Golf Club

EXCI.U$IVE:
By SIMON CUNNINGHAM
DUNGANNON Golf Club has
struck a major coup with the team
behind ttre Ryder Cup course at the K
CIub set to join the Club.

Golf Course Maintenance Services
Ltd has commenced rnanaging the
maintenance operations at
Dungannon Golf Club. Gerry Byrne,
Director of agronomy, will develop a
detailed works programme and intro-
duce international best practices to
the operation which will iignifrcantly
gnhancg the maintenance stendards
and importantly, course presentation.

Dungannsa Golf club honorary
secretary Sean T Hughes said it is an
exciting prospect for the club.

"This will brine an expertise here
that we haven't hid before," he said.
"It means that Dungannon GoIf
Club, thrc home of Darren Clarke.
will become one of the best main-
tained courses in keland.

"It is an unbelievable opportunitv
f9r u9 and it's great news nrit just foi
the club but foi the whole town.,,

Members, guests and visitors to
Dungannon Golf Club will benefit
from the year round improvements to
the course and the attenlion to detail
that Mr Bryne will provide in con-
iunction with the team.
, Mr Bryne is regarded as one of the
Ieadrng goll course superintendents
in the_world, the higilight of his
career being responsibilitf for course
mrrntenance at the 2006 Rvder Cuo
matches at the K Ciub. Ct
D_ungannsn Golf club, Golf course
Mamtenance Services will use the
same quality materials, mechines and
standard- gperating procedures as
were used during the hugely.success_

books to play more often."
And while competitions at &e

course are generally for members-
only, Keith hopes that in the future
more open championships could take
qlace to ftrrther increase the usage of
the course.

"The new staff have alreadv start-
ed and are working alongside our cur-
rent ground staff so they are all one
team. One of the frst iobs was to
plan a schedule of works as to what
can be done sf *tg soming months.
One thing you know with Gerry
Bryne is that his schedule of works
will be carried out.'{This is just an additrbn to thc
already excellent ground staff that we
employ here.

!'I am very excited and enthusiastic
to have Gerry Byrne and his term on
board. We hope that tbis will lead to a
v_ery lright future here at Dungann6l
Golf Club as we try to moie for-
ward."

Mr Bryne added: "I am thrilled to
be here in Dunga.r6n Golf Club,
working with the course convenor
Thomas McCausland, Committee,
Head Greenkeeper Paddy McAleei
and his maintenance team to put the
Club top of the golfing map. It,s a
great golf course and with the works
programme we have planned and
expert team at our disposal, we will
certainly achieve our goals".

Dungannon Golf Club will be the
first Club Golf Course Maintenance
Services will be working with in
Northern keland.

Ed Pettit, Managing Director said:
)ur immediate focus is on rakins

Dungannon GoIf Club Captain Keith Willis,ddL6l|

firl staging of golf's most famous
lignniel event. Mr Bwne will oav
regular visits to Dungannon Golf
Club to access progress and work.
The highly regarded and experienced
superintendent Frank Ainsworth is
also part of the Golf Course
Maintenance Services' team and
together they will work with the
existinS mainfsa6ss staff, augment-
ed with their own staff. to enhance
the course.

Keith ltrrllis, captain of the club
this year said that bringing the com-
pany qn board was-important to help
move Dungannon Golf Club forward.

"The facts are that Dungannon
Golf Club has for a lons time been
stanrting still," he said.-"\7e could
have kept the starus quo or move the
club forward.

"The first contact with the comDa-
ny as made in late 2009 and they calne
out to assess the course. We've also

had an opportirnity to visit their facil-
ities at the K Club which we were able
to insDect,"

No[ ong will two frrll-time mem-
bers of staff from :Golf Course
Maintenance Services be working at
Dungannon Golf,Club, but the alub
will also have full use of machinerv
and equipment which will be basei
there on a permanent basis.

Among the jobs that will be under-
taken by the new company will be tie
reshaping. of fairways and improve-
ment ot the greens.

Said Keith: "Last year, we installed
six new sand-based greens here but it
is 5s6sthing new so we don't have the
expertise to maintain them. But this
is where Gerry Byrne is a specialist so
to have him on board will be a
tremendous helo.

"W'e hope thi.t the work will help
us attract more' members and
encorrage members already on the

"Uur mmedrate fbcus is on taking
what is a great golf course at
Dungannon Golf Ctub and addine

"Our immediate

Dungannon and adding
yins condi-tournament standard playing condi-

n {
tions year round."


